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NEW YORK CARES 31st ANNUAL COAT DRIVE COLLECTS NEARLY 95,000 COATS 

AS BUSINESSES AND RESIDENTS STEP UP IN SUPPORT TO PROVIDE WARMTH 

TO NEW YORKERS EXPERIENCING POVERTY 

 
(New York, NY - March 4, 2020) – Despite an unseasonably warm winter, New York Cares, the 

New York City’s leading volunteer organization, today announced that it collected 94,960 warm 

winter coats during its 31st Annual Coat Drive and has now distributed more than two million 

coats to date. Ten thousand of the collected coats were donated directly to New York City 

Community Schools, specifically for students and families who are living in temporary housing.  

With critical support from its partner organizations and the generosity of corporate and 

individual donors, New York Cares provided warmth to some of the city’s most vulnerable 

populations in public schools, housing shelters, community centers, and social service agencies.  
 

“In 2019, the state education department reported that more than 114,000 students in New York 

City are living in temporary housing. It’s our duty to provide warmth for the many students and 

their families who are without protection from the cold every day,” said New York Cares 

Executive Director Gary Bagley.  “We are very grateful for the individuals and organizations 

that are committed to helping New York Cares fulfill requests for coats, despite a warm winter 

season. Thanks to our supporters, New Yorkers in need will be able to navigate the city without 

concern about cold temperatures.”  

 

For the second consecutive year, New York Cares implemented a pop-up shop location for the 

31th Annual Coat Drive, where New Yorkers had the opportunity to drop off new or gently used 

coats in person and take a closer look at how their donation helps those in need.  The Upper East 

Side pop-up shop was made possible by in-kind sponsors, Argon Props, Fire Up Marketing, 

Love Knots Designs, CS Hudson, and Rudin Management. Over 100 Greater New York 

Automobile Dealers Association (GNYADA) dealerships collected more than 9,000 coats in 

communities throughout the five boroughs. Thousands of coats were donated through drop-off 

sites at NYC Police Precincts and Penn Station. Many New Yorkers also contributed to the coat 

drive through New York Cares’ text-to-donate service, which covered the cost of one coat 

through a $20 donation. 

http://www.newyorkcares.org/
http://www.newyorkcares.org/


 

New York Cares engaged with 650 community partners in all five boroughs throughout the 2019 

coat drive, including 169 New York City Community Schools. In particular, 31,636 coats were 

distributed to those in need in the Bronx alone, the largest number of any borough. In Brooklyn, 

agencies received 23,670 coats, and in Manhattan, agencies received 20,320 coats.  

Approximately 13,777 coats were distributed to agencies in Queens, 2,011 coats were distributed 

to agencies in Staten Island and 3,546 coats were distributed to partner agencies in the 

surrounding NYC Metro area.  
 

The 31st Annual New York Cares Coat Drive was made possible by Bloomberg Philanthropies, 

PJT Partners, Sidley, Delta, The Amine Family, Bank of America, and the Mets 

Foundation. 
 

For the last 31 years, New York Cares has enabled hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers 

perform acts of warmth – small, seemingly simple good deeds that in fact, yield a massive 

impact.  
 

About the 31st Annual New York Cares Coat Drive 

The New York Cares Coat Drive is one of the largest of its kind in the United States. Since 1989, 

New York Cares has collected and distributed more than 2 million coats, with 106,051 collected 

in 2018. The thousands of donated coats will be counted, sorted and distributed to organizations 

serving the homeless and other low-income New Yorkers, at an 8,600 square foot temporary 

warehouse space located at 157 West 31st Street in Midtown Manhattan.   
 

About New York Cares 

New York Cares is the largest volunteer network in the city. Last year, 52,408 New Yorkers 

made the city a better place by volunteering in New York Cares programs at 880 nonprofits and 

schools – improving education, meeting immediate needs, and revitalizing public spaces. For 

more information, visit newyorkcares.org. 
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